NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


The Duke of Westminster 
makes first visit to 
Society as President 


Chairman’s New 


Year Message 


AS we start 1983, my New Year wish is for 
better understanding and more enlightenment 
on the part of the general public for those 
men, women and children everywhere who 
are fighting for independence and a better 
life despite varying degrees of handicap. 

We look forward with confidence to a 
better future in which we will sustain, and 
indeed increase, the range of our work to 
provide more support, encouragement, infor- 
mation and help for people with cerebral 
palsy, . 


® DAME Vera Lynn, David Jacobs and John 
Hanson, with Audrey Grade (widow of the late 
Leslie Grade, in whose honour the raffle was 
held), draw the winning tickets for win a Mini 
(Metro raffle at the Martini Rossi suite in London. 
A full list of the lucky winners appear on page 8. 
$OS will be launching a new raffle in the spring. 
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THE Duke of Westminster meets with the Society’s Directors on his first visit to Park Crescent since becoming 


President. 


Left to right: seated, Ann Hithersay (Regions), Tim Yeo (Director), The Duke of Westminster, Mrs 


Joyce Smith (Chairman); standing, Angus Reid (Finance), Andrew Ross (Marketing), and Derek Lancaster-Gaye 
(Deputy Director), Photo: Margaret Murray. 
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VAT — Not the problem the Chancellor claims 


ENCOURAGED by last 
year’s widespread support 
the Society has decided to 
continue its campaign to 
secure VAT relief for all 
charities in the run up to 
the budget in March 1983. 

To achieve maximum 
political pressure the ori- 
ginal eight charities who 
campaigned together in 
Spring 1982 have expanded 
to form The Charities 
VAT Reform Group. 

The Group has a mem- 
bership of almost 120 of 
the largest charities in the 
country representing a wide 
range of interests. 

The Parliamentary launch 
of the new Group was 
held on December 1 in the 
Grand Committee Room at 
the House of Commons. 

The packed meeting was 
chaired by John Hannam, 
MP, who has supported 
the Society in its campaign 
for VAT relief for many 
years, and was attended by 
representatives of — the 
charities in the Group and 
by many MPs of all 
political parties. 

As Chairman of The 
Charities WAT Reform 
Group, Tim Yeo opened 
the meeting and explained 
that the Group intended to 
concentrate on answering 
the objections raised by the 
Chancellor, who claimed 
that it would be adminis- 
tratively impractical to 


grant VAT relief to chari- 
ties: 


Apology 


We regret that, through 
a misunderstanding, the 
November issue of Spastics 
News referred to the Duke 
of Westminster as the 
Society’s first President. 
He is, in fact, the second 
President, the Duke of 
Edinburgh _ fulfilling that 
role after the amalgamation 
of The British Council for 
the Welfare of Spastics and 
The National Spastics Soci- 
ety until 1968. 


Tim Yeo then revealed 
that research undertaken 
by The Spastics Society 
indicated that three- 
quarters of the 140,000 
charities registered in 
England and Wales are in- 
active and that only a frac- 
tion of the’ remaining 
quarter would be in a posi- 
tion to claim relief if it 
were available. 

At the most conservative 
estimate no more than 
10,000 charities in England 
and Wales would benefit 
from the concession and 
this number would involve 
far less work in administra- 
tion than the Chancellor’s 
figure of a quarter million 
potential claimants would 
suggest, 

There are more than 
10,000 VAT staff at Cus- 
toms and Excise and 
therefore each member: of 
staff would deal with only 
one extra case a year. 

After this introduction, 
discussion was invited from 
the floor, 


Political will 


Jack Ashley MP, who is 
Chairman of the All Party 
Disablement Group had 
earlier expressed his sup- 
port for the aims of the 
campaign and several other 
MPs echoed these senti- 
ments. 

Sir - David Price 
pointed. out that VAT 
relief for charities repre- 
sented a very small pro- 
portion .of Treasury re- 
venue and yet would be 
enormously beneficial to 
the work undertaken by 
charities. 

It was stressed that the 
Group was campaigning 
for relief for all charities 
and that it was now a ques- 
tion of the political will for 
reform overcoming the 
practical problems of ad- 
ministering relief. 

Representatives from 
several charities empha- 
sised that the services pro- 


MP 


vided by many of their 
organisations have been 
curtailed because of the 
effects of VAT. 

The work of these chari- 
ties often filled gaps in 
Local Authority services. 

Several anomalies in the 
present system were men- 
tioned. 


Anomalies 


For example the Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind have to pay VAT on 
kitchen equipment which is 
used to teach domestic 
skills to people who have 
recently lost their sight, 
whereas Local Authorities 
carrying out similar work 
do not pay VAT. 


Mr Medley from the 
World Wildlife Fund 
pointed out that many 


members of the public were 
not aware that charities 


INCOCARE Insert Pad 
and Ventilated Pants 


Write or telephone for samples and further détails: = 


Robinsons of Chesterfield 2%. 


had to pay VAT and 
would be horrified to think 
that part of their donation 
went to the Government, 

At the end of the mect- 
ing John Hannam and Tim 
Yeo outlined the next stage 
of the campaign. 

Research into the most 
effective methods of grant- 
ing and administering relief 
would continue and there 
would be a VAT week 
from February 14 to 19, 
1983. 

During this week local 
representatives of the 
charities of the Group will 
lobby their MPs and gener- 
ate publicity through cons 
tact with the local press. 

MPs will also be asked 
to sign an Early Day 
Motion entitled “Relief 
for Charities” which has 
been tabled by John Han- 
nam in the House of 
Commons. 


* 


Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield; Derbyshire, $40 2AD.* 
‘Telephone Chesterfield (0246) 31101. Telex547320. 
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IT is traditional, 
perhaps not entirely 
logical, to examine at the 
end of one calendar year 
the events and progress of 
that year and, at the same 
time, to look ahead in the 
following year. 

Personally I have always 
rather inclined to the dic- 
tum of Sam Goldwyn, 
who said, “I never make 
predictions, especially 
about the future,” so I 
shall be careful of the 


terms in which I discuss 
1983. 


Reports 


Elsewhere in this 
month’s issue are reports 
from various sections of 


the Society about the 
achievements of the past 
year. 


I believe that 1982 has 
been a year of solid pro- 
gress for the Society. It 


though 


has been the year above all 
when our finances have 
been put on a _ sounder 
footing. 

It has also been a year 
in which further progress 
has been made in bringing 
together the central 
Society and its affiliated 
groups. 

It has been a year in 
which the voice of the con- 
sumer has been increas- 
ingly articulate. I am con- 
vinced, therefore, that The 
Spastics Society enters 
1983 in a vigorous and 
strong condition with posi- 
tive attitudes being adop- 
ted on all fronts. 

How is-this strength and 
vigour to be exploited? 
What are the strategic 
objectives of The Spastics 
Society for 1983? 

Earlier this year Spastics 
News published a list of 
the Aims of the Society as 
agreed by the Executive 
Council. 

These aims were divi- 
ded into three broad cate- 
gories — prevention, treat- 
ment and independence. 

One of the most signifi- 
cant aspects of the aims, 
in my view, was the fact 
that they clearly related to 
the whole cerebral palsied 
population and not just to 
those spastic men, women 
and children who come 
into contact with the 
Society. 

By the adoption of these 
aims the Society has 
accepted a responsibility to’ 
minimise the handicap 


suffered by anyone with 
cerebral palsy and to pro- 
mote the independence 
and fulfilment of all cere- 
bral palsied people. 

I mention the aims 
because I hope that 1983 
is going to be the year in 
which a great debate takes 
place about the formula- 
tion of a medium term 
strategy for The Spastics 
Society. 

Since we are in the 
happy position not enjoyed 
by many charities of plan- 
ning the future from a 
position of strength, let us 
make sure that our 
strategy fully reflects the 
breadth of our aims. 


Strategy 


It will not be enough 
for our strategy to encom- 
pass a programme for up- 
dating the Society’s build- 
ings so that the tiny pro- 
portion of the country’s 
cerebral palsied who live 
in them may have a better 
environment (important 
though that part of our 
strategy is for the residents 
concerned). 

It is not enough for it to 
encompass the develop- 
ment of a forward-looking 
curriculum for use in our 
schools, which only cater 
for a tiny proportion of 
the total number of spastic 
children of school age in 


England and Wales 
(essential though — such 
development is, if our 


COVENANTS 


by John Rowe, Head of Marketing Appeals 


I AM often asked about 
the advantages and dis- 
advantages of giving by 
Deed of Covenant and I 
believe that there is a 
mystique which forms a 
barrier to many who con- 
template this method of 
giving. 

In this country, unlike 
the USA and many Euro- 
pean countries a gift to a 
charity does not qualify 
for tax relief. For tax 
relief to be granted the 
Inland Revenue insist that 
a Deed of Covenant is 
signed. 

The official definition of 
a Deed of Covenant is a 
binding legal obligation 
entered into by a donor 
which makes over the legal 
title to certain income to 
the beneficiary for a stated 
period which must be over 
three years. 

A simpler description 
that perhaps serves our 
purposes better is that it is 
a simple agreement 
between a donor and a 
charity that the donor 
shall give a specific sum 
each year to the charity for 
a period not less than four 
years. 

The advantages are 
really quite plain; the In- 
land Revenue will refund 
to the charity the tax at 
the standard rate that the 
donor has already paid on 
the covenanted donation. 
_ At the standard rate of 
tax in force at present 
which is 30 per cent the 
payment to the charity is 


increased in value by 43 
per cent. 

Hence a £10 annual gift 
becomes £14.30, a useful 
addition indeed! In the 
case of higher rate tax- 
payers the advantages are 
even greater but, in their 
wisdom, the Inland 
Revenue refund the high- 
est bands of tax to the 
donor and not to the 
charity. 

The donor thus has to 
increase his annual pay- 
ment by the amount saved 
if the charity is to benefit. 


Most fears are 
groundless 


The disadvantages to the 
donor are twofold, but are 
more perceived than real. 

He must make a binding 
legal agreement as already 
outlined but he can intro- 
duce sensible precautions 
against being unable to 
keep up the annual pay- 
ments, 

He could, for example, 
state that continued pay- 
ments would be con- 
ditional on his full time 
emp! oyment continuing 
for the period. 

If unforeseen circum- 
stances do arise then 
although the covenant is 
irrevocable by the donor 
he can be released from its 
terms with the consent of 
the charity and it is 
extremely unlikely that the 
charity would wish to 
withhold its consent. 

However, it must be 


emphasised that at the 
time when the Deed of 
Covenant is drawn up 


there should be the inten- 
tion by both parties that it 
will last for the stated 
period. 

The other perceived dis- 
advantage is a certain 
amount of form filling 
which is really quite mini- 
mal. 

The Covenant form is 
usually in two parts and 
these are two distinct 
forms. 

A bankers order form 
with which most of us are 
quite familiar authorises 
the local branch of the 
donors bank to make the 
annual payments to the 
charity chosen. 

The tax recovery form is 
the undertaking to the 
Inland Revenue to make 
the payments for the stated 
period and must be wit- 
nessed. 

The counter assistant at 
the bank can do this if the 
donor does not wish to ask 
a friend or neighbour. 


Finally there is the 
certificate of deduction of 
income tax which the 


charity prepares on receipt 
of the first payment and 
sends to the donor for 
signature. 

This does not have to 
be repeated if the annual 
payment is less than £130. 

And that really is all 
there is to it. None of the 
forms take more than a 
few moments to complete, 
and we have a supply if 
you are interested and 
would like to write to me. 


schools are to provide 
high quality education). 

| The Society’s strategy 
must include all those 
people who do not come 
into direct contact with 
any of the Society’s estab- 
lishments, staff or volun- 
tary workers, either cen- 
trally or through a local 
group. 

There are many thous- 
ands of spastic people and 
their families who have 
never heard of the Society 
and even if they had heard 
of it would not wish to 
have anything to do with 
it. 

It is entirely right and 
proper, and indeed wel- 
come, that this should be 
the case. 

The Society is not in the 
business of forcing itself 
on people, but that does 
not mean to say that there 
is nothing which the 
Society can do for the 
thousands of spastic men, 
women and children who 
are not known to us. 

By campaigning for bet- 
ter employment opportuni- 
ties, the Society can have 
a profound and beneficial 
effect on the lives of many 
individuals. By pressing 
for alternative provision 
to be available for the 
thousands of men, women 
and children still living in 
long-stay subnormality 
hospitals the Society can 


ae 
WORKING TOWARDS INTEGRATION ? fei 


ON April 1, 1983, The 

1981 Education Act, 
dealing with the edu- 
cation of children with 
special needs, comes 
into force. The Act is 
the Government’s re- 
sponse to The Warn- 
ock Report of 1978, 
which was strongly in 
favour of integrating 
children with special 
needs. into ordinary 
local schools where 
possible. Part of the 
new legislation 
includes _ radical new 
procedures for the 
assessment and place- 
ment of children with 
special needs and a 
greater parental  in- 
volvement in this pro- 
cess. This should mean 
that parents have 
greater choice, and 
should have plenty of 
information available 
to help them to select 
the best form of edu- 
cation for their child. 
How much effect will 
the Act have, however, 
and how readily avail- 
able is this informa- 
tion? 

The Society has held 
two conferences this year 
to examine the question of 
integration, together with 
the Advisory Centre for 
Education. 

The first, in London in 
May, was arranged for 180 
people, but not only was 
the conference completely 
filled, another 200 would- 
be delegates were turned 
away. 

The picture was the 
same in. Manchester in 


play a decisive role in 
improving the quality of 
life for a group of people 
who do not always have 
the opportunity to speak 
for themselves. 

These are just a couple 
of examples; there are 
countless others. 


Far-reaching 


The point. I wish to 
make is that our future 
strategy needs to be based 
on an appreciation of the 
far-reaching nature of our 
aims and not confined to 
the development of activi- 
ties which have historically 
formed the major part of 
the Society’s operations. 

I hope that 1983 will be 
the year in which this 
strategy takes shape. 

I believe that there are 
hundreds of people in 
many different roles who 
will contribute to the for- 
mulation of the strategy. 

Out of all the indi- 
viduals and groups who 
may take part in this pro- 
cess, I would like to single 
out for special mention the 
Consumer, whose voice 
ought to be particularly 
influential. 


A very happy New Year 
to you all. 


Tim Yeo 


December, where 100 had 
to be turned away from 
the conference for 200. 


Obviously support and 
interest in the issue is 
encouragingly strong. 

The Society’s survey, 
faunched in July and Aug- 
ust with ACE, designed to 
obtain the facts about 
work on integration in 
Local Education Authori- 
ties did not, however, pro- 
duce similarly encouraging 
results. 

The blacker picture 
which it paints begins with 
a slow response rate, only 
one third of authorities 
having replied at the time 
of the Manchester confer- 
ence. 

The first conclusion 
reached is, therefore, that 
this information is not as 
readily available as_ it 
should be, even to authori- 
ties. 

As the replies which 
were received formed a 
fairly representative 
sample of County, Metro- 
politan District and 
Greater London Authori- 
ties, the Society and ACE 


were able to publish the - 


interim findings of the 


Survey, to coincide with 
the Manchester  confer- 
ence. 


Thirty-two per cent of 
LEAs are developing the 
education of children with 
special needs in line with 
the central integration 
principle of the 1981 
Education Act. 

Their policies, which 
must include a more posi- 
tive set of attitudes, were, 
they said, based on the 
Warnock Report or on the 
Act itself. 

These are among the 
authorities who have ex- 


pressed committment to — 
integration over a number 


therefore, just what e 


WE are very sorry 
through unforeseen circum- 
“stances we are unable to 
publish the December i issue 
of Spastics News; therefore 
several items of news ha 
been carried over to 
January issue. We 
all our readers for th 
continued interest and s 
port and wish everybo 
yery happy New Year. 


INQUIRY — 


SIR Richard Atte 
borough is to chair a tw 
year UK Committee — 
Inquiry into the Arts and 
Disabled People. = 


explore the extent to whic 
existing facilities enab) 
people with disabilities t 
observe or barticials ¥ 
the arts. n 
Evidence is ngied from 
people with disabilities, 
their organisations and — 
those responsible for Pio 
viding the arts. if 
A series of pilot projects — 
will be established and the q 
findings and recommenda- — 
tions of the committee will 
be published in a repor 
accompanied by a book 1 


illustrate the work done. 

For further information 
contact Carolyn Keen, Pro- ; 
ject Director for England — : 
and Wales, 15 Lodge Ro: 


—e 


London NWS 7A. 
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of years, and have respo a f 
ded well to previous initia- WJ 
tives. met a 
In contrast, nearly one 
half of the sample had not _ 
yet arrived at any formal — fe 
policy decisions, even — ; 
though the Act reached the — 4 
statute books over a year . 
ago. 
Even worse, 13 per cent eo 
_ had managed ‘to. disc 
the 1981 Act without ¢ 
cussing integration. 
Other findings from 
survey suggest that if th 
Government is serio. 
about the integration s 
. tion of the Act, Secti 
Two, it will need to pr 
some recalcitrant lo 
education authorities int 
action. - ; as 
A disturbing one quar 
said that they. did -n 
envisage any change o 
the next two years as 
result of the 1981 ee 
tion Act. * 
Only 42 per cent of ihe 2 
sample said that they 
actually anticipated on 
greater level of integration — 
over the same period. 
One more Shoe 
finding was that 93 
cent of LEAs said 
they had made spe 
arrangements to pron 
access for physic: 
handicapped children 
ordinary schools, fr 
building a concrete ra 
for wheelchair users 
installing a lift. . 
Additionally, only _ 
per cent of authori 
cited the lack of reso 
as an excuse. for del 
a change in integr 
policy... : 
It remains to be — 


the 1981 Education 
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1982 REVISITED 


AT a time when most of us are making our well » 


“intentioned resolutions and looking forward to 
“the new year of 1983, we asked some of. the 


Angus Reid, The Society’s 


_ Finance Director, looks for- 


ward to a prosperous New 
‘Year. (Photo: Nigel Tuckett.) 
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1982 HAS proved to be a 


4 
- 


within the Finarce Divi- 


year notable for progress 


sion. 


During the year I have 
managed to visit many of 
the Society’s units, and 


- have now visited well over 


half. 
- given me the opportunity 


This has not only 


to see at first hand the 
work and the needs of the 
various centres, but has 
also enabled me to discuss 
at local level the role of 
the Finance Division 


within the Society, forging 


t 
2 
- closer links between finan- 
= 
& 
* 
1 


cial management and the 
layman. 

It is very encouraging to 
note that throughout the 
Society there is an increas- 
ing awareness of the finan- 
cial management needs of 
what is, by any standard, 
a very large and diverse 
business. Despite the 
problems of 1981, the 
Society’s finances have now 
been brought under con- 
trol, and can show a far 
healthier picture which 
bodes well for 1983. 

We have now completed 
a whole year of the Divi- 
sion’s new structure, which 
has certainly been a great 
improvement. Both the 
Management Accounts 
and the Budget Package 
have been redesigned, and 
are now more helpful and 
simpler to follow. 

The most far reaching 
development this year, 
however, has been a switch 
in our accounting compu- 
ter system to our own IBM 
mini-computer, which has 
greatly increased our 
efficiency, and speeded up 
the compilation of the 
monthly accounts by up to 
two weeks. Internal 
accounting has become 


much clearer and much 
less open to error. 
In 1983 the 


Finance 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobility 


Sole Distributors for Vessa Ltd’s 
range of Power and Hand-Propelled 
Wheelchairs in the Midlands, Powys, 
Ayon and Somerset. Also Everest & 
Jennings Distributors and BEC Agents. 
Vessa, Everest & Jennings and BEC 
‘Power Chairs are available on 
‘Motability’ HP, to recipients of the 
Mobility Allowance. Write for details 
and colour brochures. 

FREEPOST, Birmingham B25 8BR. 
Tel 021 772 5364 or Ashley Mobi- 
lity (Worcester) FREEPOST, Wor- 
cester WR4 9BR. 

Ashley Mobility, FREEPOST, Weston 
super Mare, Avon P523 3BR. Tel 


' Society’s Directors and Heads of Departments 
_to take a backward look at the year behind us, 
_and sum up some of the milestones which the last 
_12 months have brought them and their Divisions. 


Division will continue to 
strive to meet the needs of 
the Society, and to 
strengthen the support 
which it gives at all levels. 


Miss Margaret Morgan, Con- 
troller of Social Services for 
many years, reflects on her 
last full calendar year with 
The Society before her forth- 
coming retirement in April. 
(Photo: Nigel Tuckett.) 


ON the Social Services 
side of the Society 1982 
was a year of consolida- 
tion, with the residential 
services and _ industrial 
units joining up with the 
personal social services 
departments. The 30th 
anniversary of the Society 
has also provided an 
opportunity for us to re- 
evaluate some of the long- 
standing services and to 
consider changes and plan 
developments. 

This re-thinking has 
been particularly evident 
in the work centres—now 
renamed industrial units— 
where a five-year plan for 
growth and development 
has been introduced. One 
of the main priorities is to 
enable the disabled 
workers to engage in a 
much wider variety of 
activities, including cleri- 
cal and supervisory work, 
and to feel more identified 
with the output of their 
particular unit. 


On the residential side 


more opportunities are 
being created for indi- 
vidual living and_ for 


developing new skills and 
interests, and a group has 
been formed to consider 
the range of “living 
options” available to dis- 
abled men and women. 
Living in a_ residential 
centre need no longer be 
seen as an all-time, once 
only placement, and pro- 
gression to more indepen- 
dent accommodation is 
now beginning to be 
actively encouraged. 

The needs of school and 
college leavers are par- 
ticularly acute at this time 
of high unemployment, 
and every effort is being 
made to ensure that dis- 
abled young people are in- 
cluded in all the Govern- 
ment’s schemes for train- 
ing and work experience. 
Our small careers advisory 
team has fortunately been 
able to restart the voca- 


tional assessment courses 


and, with funding _ from 
the Society, Community 


Service Volunteers is about 
to launch the “Able to 
Help” scheme. This will 
provide openings for dis- 
abled young people to 
work as volunteers in com- 
munity projects. The Shel- 
tered Industrial Groups 
sponsored by the Man- 
power Services Commis- 
sion also offer promising 
opportunities to a growing 
number of spastic young 
people. 

During the year the 
Social Advisory Group has 
been considering the role 
and contribution of social 
work within the Society 
and their report is about 
to be published. It has 
undoubtedly been valuable 
for everyone involved to 
look afresh at how they 
spend their time and how 
they assess priorities, 

Fitzroy Square Centre 
has once again been 4 
gathering point for many 
hundreds -of people of all 
ages and in many informal 
ways it offers a model for 
integration. Those who 
meet at Fitzroy Square 
frequently do so on more 
equal terms than they do 
in other settings, whether 
they are disabled or not. 
Many of those who visit 
and stay at the Centre 
would not ordinarily come 
across so many _ spastic 
people, some of whom are 
very severely handicapped. 

In many ways 1982 has 
been a year of re-examina- 
tion and renewal, as a 
result of which there is 2 
whole range of new ideas 
and exciting initiatives to 
follow through during 
1983. 
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Andrew Ross joined The 
Society in 1982 to head its 


new - Marketing — Division. 
(Photo: Nigel Tuckett.) 


AFTER a recent career in 
the troubled British textile 
industry, joining The 
Spastics Society was 
a refreshing step indeed. 
The Society has such a 
businesslike way of tack- 
ling problems and such a 
positive sense of what has 
still to be achieved. It is 
a great challenge to be 
launching a completely 
new division covering 
activities as diverse as 
capital fund-raising, our 
large direct mail operation 
and wheelchair manufac- 
turing in Meadway. 

We have seen several 
other new faces in 1982, 
Brigid Dallow joined us in 
the summer as Legacies 
Development Officer, and 
is visiting solicitors and 
bank managers and devis- 
ing other ways of increas- 
ing legacies. Alan Jose 
came in the autumn to 
create new sponsorship 
schemes _ where the 
Society’s fund-raising can 


benefit from commercial 
marketing projects, while 
Alan Conroy is develop- 
ing wage-packet deduction 
schemes in co-operation 
with works managers, per- 
sonnel departments and 
trade unions. 

Malcolm Newman 
joined the Society on Janu- 
ary 1 this year. He is the 
new Chief Executive at 
Meadway Works and has 
the tough task of co- 
ordinating the merger of 
Meadway and the wheel- 
chair and aids business 
previously based at Salis- 
bury. While the year 
seems to have been charac- 


terised by new influences, 


I should not forget two 
notable goodbyes. Thanks 
to Oriska Cameron for all 
her hard work at Dares- 
bury Hall and for taking 
the appeal there well past 
£200,000. A personal fare- 
well also to Bill Har- 
greaves — about whom 
much more will be said 
elsewhere. 


Head of 

Education, looks back on an 

eventful 12 months. (Photo: 
Nigel Tuckett.) 


Betty Adams, 


It has been another 
interesting and busy year 
in the education depart- 
ment. 

Initiatives begun during 
TYDP in the use of micro- 
technology have been 
developed and we have 
built upon our original 
stock of four Apple com- 
puters which were pur- 
chased with money dona- 
ted to us by the Blue Peter 
programme. 

In the coming year we 
hope to employ an expert 
in the use of micro-com- 
puters to co-ordinate the 
expanding programmes in 
our schools and colleges. 

One of the highlights of 
1982 for our department 
was Princess Anne’s visit 
to Meldreth Manor to 
open the Indoor Riding 
School. 

We were delighted that 
such a famous _ horse- 
woman was able to open 
this new facility, which 
will enable all 120 pupils 
to enjoy weekly riding les- 
sons, and which will be 
available to the local com- 
munity at evenings and 
weekends. 

In September Sir Keith 
Joseph attended an open 
day at Beaumont College 
in Lancaster and the occa- 
sion gave Society staff nd 
other eductionalists the 
opportunity to put ques- 
tions to the Secretary of 
State about education pro- 
vision for disabled young 
people, particularly those 
in the 16 to 19 age group. 

Looking to the future 
we are confident that our 
work and the work of the 


staff in our schools and 
colleges will continue to 
benefit many children and 
teenagers and that our 
expertise in dealing with 
multiply - handicapped 
pupils will continue to 
make a positive contribu- 
tion to the field of educa- 
tion. 


Ann Hithersay has held vari- 
ous appointments within The 
Society over the past few 


years, and was appointed 
Director of Regions in Sep- 
tember 1982, succeeding 
Michael Brophy, under whose 
direction Ann was Regions 
Co-ordinator for some time. 
(Photo: Nigel Tuckett.). 


PEOPLE, money and ser- 
vices are what the work of 
the Regions Division is all 
about. 

The people are those 
who are cerebral palsied 
or similarly handicapped, 
their families and all who 
are connected with them. 

Our services cover all 
their needs at every stage 
of life. 

“Money” represents all 
that is. raised on a local 
and regional basis to pro- 
vide better services for 
cerebral palsied people 
throughout England. and 
Wales. 

“Working together” is 
the theme for the eighties. 

It is no longer possible 
for affiliated groups or the 
central Society to “go it 
alone.” 

Staff in the Regions 
know the importance of 
working with affiliated 
groups, statutory authori- 
ties, voluntary bodies and 
other divisions of the 
Society to provide a more 
comprehensive network of 
services for all handi- 
capped people. 

The pattern of needs 
changes from place to 
place and differs accord- 
ing to priority in statutory 
provision. 


There is a growing 
awareness of the lack of 


services for 
palsied school 
leavers, and a need to 
develop these so _ that 
young people can build on 
their educational experi- 
ences and lead their lives 
as independently as pos- 
sible. 

Housing, work, leisure, 
transport, further educa- 
tion and family support 
all need to be considered 
as an integrated package. 

Another emerging 
prority is that of severely 
multiply handicapped 
people, until now cared for 
at home by parents who 
have devoted their lives to 
them, or consigned to long 
stay subnormality hos- 
pitals. 

Current legislation may 
make it possible to provide 
for these people in the 


appropriate 
cerebral 


community, im small 
“home sized” units. 
People who are be- 


haviouraly disturbed and 
those who are severely 
physically handicapped 
but who are mentally able 
also need specialised ser- 
vices. 

The Society and _ its 
affiliated groups are help- 
ing to fill these gaps. 

Money is harder to 
come by now and costs 
more to raise. Statutory 
authorities are under 
economic pressure and 
services are more expen- 
sive, so it.is ever more 
vital to plan carefully, 
work together and avoid 
duplicating efforts. 

Over the past 18 months 
the staffing pattern in the 
Regions Division has sub- 
stantially altered. 

We have a Director of 
Regions with a small team 
of advisers in London, a 
Senior Regional Officer im 
each of the cight Regions, 
and some 13 County 
Organisers. 

There are still Appeals 
Officers in all Regions and 
Regional Officers in five of 
them. The balance of 
fund raising and service 
development in the 
Regions is a delicate one, 
and it will take time and 
careful planning to get it 
right. 

Working 
with groups 


in harmony 
and other 


divisions of. the Society 
and remembering _ that 
people come first will 


enable us to achieve this 
goal. 


—“JOWNS ~ 
SURGICAL 
suppliers of quality health-care product: 
for over a century now bring you... 


DELUXE POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS 
Rugged dependability 


~armchair comfort 


For young and old, this easy-to-drive electric 


wheelchair gives independence 
and freedom to those in need. 
Compact for indoor use, maged for 
outdoor travel—up to 18 miles ona 
full charge. 

Copes with hills and kerbs. 

AT NO EXTRA COST, power- 
assisted seating adjustments and 
many other built-in “extras”. x 
Available through the naan <5 
MOTABILITY scheme for those 
receiving Mobility Allowance. 


4: 


@ _ Mitcham: Sur 
CR43UE - 01-640 3422 
So fale dbs 


Simply fill in the coupon below for your free literature & home demonstration. 


el es es ess ee es 
Literature 1] Free Home Demonstration Cj 


Name: Tel: 
Address: 4 
Downs Personal Products, FREEPOST, SNI 83 

a Church Path, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 3UE. Tel. 01-640 3422. 


® SPASTICS NEWS 


se5s 
vege 
ie 


THURS AW POI MSSSTL AM 74 


« UL ee DE 
NYE Shysuettte AMG, 


ge Vr 


ny 
@ 
* act 


Wi] 
Sea 
a 


’ 
e 
it byes 


‘> 
~ 


Is it 
for Disabled People’ 

It. contains lots of helpful ideas and 
lists many electrical appliances which 
can make life easier. 

Appliances such as table-top mini 
cookers. Electric knives whichrequire 
only a slight pressure to operate. And 
small, hand-held vacuum cleaners 
which can be used for dusting, too. 


The leaflet also gives details of 
brailled controls that can be fitted to 
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attachments for plugs 
and switches which - 
afford easier handling. \' 
The leaflet is free, from \\ 
your Electricity Board shop. \ 


the Electricity Council, Informa 


tion Centre, 30 Millbank, London SWIP 4RD. 


THINKELECTRIC 


The Electricity Council, England and Wales. 
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JANUARY 1983 


CARRY ON BI 


AT the party Bill was presented with a silver tea and coffee 


service and a cheque for £160 from Society staff and the 


local groups. 


His wife Mary gave him a helping hand to 


unwrap the gift. Members of the Executive Council. presen- 


ted Bill with a leather wallet. 


HE started life in Sydney, 
Australia, in 1919, and 
‘weighed only 241b at birth. 

His first job was pack~- 
ing soap in a factory in 
Shrewsbury and after that 
he spent two years as a 
ventriloquist and per- 
formed on Japanese tele- 
vision, assisted by his wife 
Mary and played in by his 
signature tune “Waltzing 
Matilda.” 

His name is Bill Har- 
greaves and he has also 
devoted the last 30 years 
of his life to the service of 


NANETTE NEWMAN, 
the well-known film 
star and writer, visited 
Park Crescent on Tues- 
day, December 14, 
. where, in the office of 
Director Tim Yeo, she 
presented a cheque 
from H. J. Heinz to 
Mrs Joyce Smith, Chair- 
man of The Spastics 
Society, for the magni- 
ficent total of £40,000. 


This was the proceeds of 
a@ special charity scheme 
run by H. J. Heinz in sup- 
port of the Society’s Save- 
A-Baby Campaign, and it 
provided 24 pence for each 
redeemed label from Heinz 
highly successful baby 
food. 

A previous scheme run 
by the same company 
raised £25,000, so they 
decided to raise the target 
to £40,000, and in the very 
short space of time from 
June to November, succee- 
ded in achieving this figure 
—a wonderful effort which 
is greatly appreciated. 

Martin Stockley, Heinz 
Brand Manager, said that 
during the redemption 
campaign, they received 
hundreds of letters of sup- 
port from mothers, wel- 
coming the opportunity of 
contributing to such a 


NANETTE presents the £40,000 cheque from Heinz. 


(Phote by Nigel Tuckett.) 


The Spastics Society. 
During that time Bill 
has found employment for 
over a thousand people 
with cerebral palsy, has 
raised thousands of pounds 
for the Society and has 
been awarded the MBE 
for his achievements in 
recreational services for 
disabled people. 
Bill’s liaison. with the 
Society began quite by 
chance in 1952. He picked 
up a piece of paper that 
had floated into his garden 
and on it were the words, 


Heinz help to save a baby 


worthy cause. In all, over 
two million labels were 
redeemed. 

The money raised on 
this occasion will go to- 
wards desperately needed 
equipment to improve con- 
ditions for new-born 
babies and help to reduce 
the rate of perinatal mor- 
tality. 

Some of the items to be 
provided for special care 
Baby Units will include 
Instant Ventilators, Baby 
Brain Scanners, Foetal 
Heart Machine and Blood/ 
Gas Monitors. 

Nanette Newman was 
very happy to present the 
cheque on behalf of Heinz 
as she has a special affinity 
with’ young children. 
Apart from. starring in 
numerous films and 
making many television 
appearances ,she is a well 
known and prolific writer 
of books for children of 
all ages—so far she has 
had 14 books published, 
and her latest, Dog Lovers 
Coffee Table Book, came 
out just before Christmas; 
two further books are to 
be published this year. 

She is also busy making 
another series of the popu- 
lar TV show “Let There 
Be Love” in which she 
stars with Paul Eddington, 
which is scheduled to start 
appearing in April. 


Lee! 


“Please help spastics.” 

He got in touch with his 
local group and from then 
on his life and work were 
bound up with the Society. 

By 1953 he had been 
elected Chairman of the 
Corby group and _ had 
joined the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National 
Spastics Society. 

He was made the 
Society’s first Industrial 
Liaison Officer in 1957. 

In that role he visited 
over 240 Disablement 
Advisory Committees in 
as many different towns to 
acquaint them of the 
employment needs of dis- 
abled people. 

Bill also established 35 
of the *62 clubs which 
enabled people with cere- 
bral palsy to enjoy full 

_ social lives and in 1976 he 
became head of a new 
department for  recrea- 
tional services. 

It was his work and 
achievements in this 
department that earned 
him the MBE. 

Later Bill returned to 
fundraising in industry 
and through his work with 
trade unions and work- 
forces was able to estab- 
lish ongoing contributions 
from workers’ paypackets 
across the country. 

Arthur Scargill of the 
National Union of Mine- 


IN the autumn of 1982, the 
Great Ormond Street 
group of hospitals for 
children announced = a 
budget overspend of over 
£400,000. They also 
announced that Tadworth 
Court, the Surrey hospital 
which caters for children 
with cystic fibrosis, and 
provides a much needed 
respite care for terminally 
ill or severely handicapped 
children on a_short-stay 
basis to give families a 
much needed break from 
their nursing care routine 
at home, was to close in 
order to save the group 
money. The children, in- 
cluding those on Tad- 
worth’s orthopaedic ward, 
were to be transferred to 
another of the group, 
Queen Elizabeth’s Hos- 
pital, Carshalton. 

The Spastics Society, 
deeply concerned at the 
prospect of the loss of this 
valuable respite care for 
children, intervened on 
Tadworth’s behalf, and, 
with the support of four 
other charities, managed 
to gain a reprieve for the 
hospital, plus emergency 
funding from the DHSS to 
keep it open until the New 
Year. 

By the end of Novem- 
ber, after a meeting with 
the Great Ormond Street 
group, The Spastics 
Society was able to put to 


the Minister of Health, . 


Kenneth Clarke, QC, a 
rescue plan for Tadworth. 
Keeping the _ hospital 
within the Great Ormond 
Street group, extra money 
could be found, it was pro- 
posed, by the sponsorship 
of individual children in 
respite care by their local 
authorities, and by refer- 
rals being made by many 
more hospitals in a reason- 
able geographical radius 
of Tadworth than at pres- 
ent. The DHSS were also 
asked to underwrite Tad- 
worth’s running costs for 
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BILL'S farewell party at Park Crescent was attended by Society staff, past and present, in- 


cluding all his former secretaries. 


From Jeft to right, Janet Marshall and son Sammy, Ann 


Hithersay (now Director of Regions), Debbie Love, Denise Wright, Bill Hargreaves, Denise 


Cook, Rosemary Kite, Paula Hewitt, Hazel A mor. 


workers was so impressed 
with Bill’s appeal that he 
persuaded the members of 
one of his regional groups 
to donate to the Society 
from their weekly wages. 

So far they have given 
over £1,000. 

Bill remembers that 
when he first came to Lon- 
don he had to overcome a 
fear of being the only per- 
son in town with cerebral 
palsy. 

He also had to over- 
come mobility difficulties 


because then he could not 
drive. 

He recalls going to War- 
ren Street tube station with 
George Lander, who was 
the Society’s first National 
Organiser, and each of 
them buying a fourpenny 
ticket and spending the 
morning going up and 
down the escalator until 
Bill had mastered the 
technique! 

The perseverance and 
determination that Bill has 
shown throughout - his 


(Photo by Nigel Tuckett.) 


career are qualities that 
mean for him retirement 
will not be a restful occu- 
pation. 

He has been made an 
Honorary Life Member of 
The Spastics Society and 
he will continue to fund- 
raise as a volunteer and 
will be setting up a new 
local group. 

As he says with great 
relish, “It’s back to square 
one for me!” and we wish 
him and Mary all the best 
for the future. 


TADWORTH COURT — 


an initial three 
period. 

The Minister responded 
by asking the Society to 
investigate more closely 
the costs of running Tad- 


year 


Still awaiting 
worth outside the Great 
Ormand Street group, and 
in December the Society 
had formed a very clear 
picture of Tadworth’s true 
financial position. 


Pos S 


FREE GAS SAFETY CHECKS 


A free gas safety check on your gas appliances 
and installations is available ifs You are 65 or over 
and you live alone; You are aregistered handicapped 
person of any age and you live alone. 

This free check includes any necessary adjust 
ments as wellas materials upto the the cost of £2.50 
(including VAT). You might have to pay for apy 
additional work that needs to be done, 


SERVICING AND LEAKS: 


Gas fires, water heaters and ceniral heaiing 
systems all need servicing from time to time, All 
customers can be assured ihat their appliances are 
operating safely and efficiently if they have them 
serviced regularly by competent people, 

You should also bear in mind that checking and 
making safe a suspecied gas leak Is FREE for alk 
customers. Simple gas leak repairs which can be 
completed within half an hour—will also usually be 
free, Ifyou suspect a gas leak at home or inthe sireet, 
reportit at once, The phoneis quickest —callihe 
emergency number for your area, under “GAS” inihe 


local telephone directory. 


AIDS FOR THE DISABLED 


Modern gas appliances are much easier for 
disabled people io use. Gas buili-in ovens and hot- 
plates can be placed at a convenient height in the 
kitchen for people in wheelchairs or for people who 
find it difficult io bend down or reach up when they 
are cooking. Most cookers and fires now have auto» 


its fate 
Not only had Tadworth 
Court underspent its bud- 
get for six months of this 
financial year by £70,542, 
and not only did forecasts 
Continued on Page 8 


“HELP FOR THE 


appliances 


British Gas offers a wide range of help to those who need 
it most, particulary the elderly and disabled. 

If you are elderly or disabled, here are some of the ways 
in which we can make life easier for you. If you know some- 
body who might benefit from these services, please pass the 
information to them. 


\ \\ ELDERLY AND DISABLED” 


tap handles specially designed for cookers, each of 
which will fit many different models, and tap 
adaptors for many gas fires, 

There is anominal standard charge of £2 (plus 
VAT) per appliance for supplying and fitting 
adaptors to a new or existing appliance. 

jf-you know someone whois blind or bas failing 
sight, please tell them about braille controls for 
cookers and. central heating. The clock controls 
which switch central heating on and off can be 
brailled, Special braille or studded oven ihermostat 
dials are available for most gas cookers, together 
with braille cooking charts. 


ASKUSTOHELPYOU |. 


British Gas has a team of Home Service 
Advisers, who will call on disabled people at home 
and provide free advice on the use of gas. They can 
provide information about special adaptors and 
handles and advise on the choice of suitable 


Ifyou would like to contact ihe Wome Service 
Advisers orto enquire about free gas safety checks, 
yegular servicing for appliances or aids for ihe 
disabled, visit your local gas showroom or telephone 


the gas service centre (ihe phone number is under 


matic spark.ignition and need no matches to light 


mM, 

Ifyou have a hand disability, you might find ihe 
controls on your cooker or gas fire difficult to operate, 
British Gas bas devised a range of special adaptors 
which should make life easier, There are four types of 


*GAS’ inthe local directory). 
PAYING FOR GAS 


‘The showroom can also tell you about easier 
ways to pay your gas bills, and how to get help if 
there is veal hardship — ask for the Code of Practice, 
“Fleciricity and gas bills for your home?” 


BRITISH GAS 
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~ YOUR ADVERTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 


DUE to our difficulties in 
production which resulted in 
the loss of the December 
issue, some of the personal 

9 advertising has been inter- 
rupted, 

We would, therefore, be 
grateful if the lady taking 
Box No 109 in our November 
issue would contact the 
Spastics News office in order 
that we may forward _a reply. 

Similarly, would you please 
contact this office if you 
were expecting your personal 
advertisement to appear in 
the December issue, and if it 
has not appeared in this 
issue, so that we may run it 
in our February edition. 


PRACTICAL Study Days 
designed for those involved 
tm horticulture and/or gar- 
dening with handicapped 
and disabled people, at the 
Horticultural Therapy Train- 
ing Centre, Warwickshire 
College of Agriculture, More- 
ton Morrell, Warwicks, CV35 
9BL. 

Dates: February 23, 1983, 
Summer Salad Crops; March 
9, 1983, Planning Ahead —~ 
Growing Plants for Winter 
Craft Work; March 23, 1983, 
Growing Flowers for Out- 
door Containers; April 20, 
1983, Indoor Gardening. Fee: 
£15.00 per day, including 
Heht lunch. Contact the 
Course Organiser at the 
above address or telephone 
Leamington Spa (0926) 
651288. 


THE Trustees of the Lady 
Allen of Hurtwood Memorial 
Trust will make an award 
for a travel scholarship in 
1983. The scholarship is to 
enable people working with 
children, particularly the 
deprived or handicapped, to 
travel in order to extend 
their knowledge or experi- 
ence for the benefit of their 
work. The scholarship is 
likely to he approximately 
£500. Applications in writing 
to be submitted by January 
31, 1983. 

Details from: The Secre- 
tary, Lady Allen of Hurt- 
wood Memorial Trust, The 
Thomas Coram Foundation 
for Children, 40 Brunswick 
Square, London WCIN 14AZ,. 


FOR SALE — Terry per- 
sonal lift, wheelchair model, 
for vertical installations up 
to three storeys; as new, 
used four months. £500. 
Amigo electric wheelchair; 
as new, used four months, 
£500. Contact P. J. Haighton, 
70 Shore Road, Warsash, 
Southampton SO3 6FT. Tel 
Locks Heath 82097. 


19799 NEWTON Elan chair 
with battery panniers, new 
batteries May 1982, not used 
since, £200 ono. Buyer col- 
lects. Contact: Mr Kim Jes- 
sup, Coombe Farm Centre, 
Oaks Read, Croydon, Surrey 
CR9 5AR. 


TWO Terry lifts. One, as 
new, to go from one floor 
to another. It will take a 
wheelchair and is hand 
operated. It can be 
transported in an average 
size car. The other is a step 
lift for wheelchairs te pass 
over steps easily. The two 
for £600 ono, and would 
negotiate a fee for one. Tel 
01-373 3638. 


tee seek lay 


_types of 


WANTED, BEC Model 109 
electric wheelchair (or 
similar) for young lady. Con- 
tact Mr Ian Conyers, of 
Leeds Dept Social Services, 
Leeds 463439. 


FOR . SALE: 
Batricar, blue, 
condition, 24 years old, £700. 
Ideal “buggy” for pavement 
use for short trips to shops, 
etc, Inquiries to 998 3107. 


LIGHTLY handicapped 
young lady, aged 19 years, 
requires work (residential 
position) as mother’s help. 
Please contact Miss fT. 
Growcock, Thomas Delarue 
School, Starvecrow, Ship- 
bourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent TN11 9NP, 


Braune 


MR and Mrs f. R. Ingram 
are parents of a child, aged 
14, who was brain damaged 
at birth, and are attempting 
to claim damages from their 
Area Health Authority for 
negligence. Although they 
have already contacted their 
solicitor, they would be 
grateful to hear from other 
parents who have suc- 
cessfully or unsuccessfully 
been through the same 
experience, and would wel- 
come any help, advice or 
encouragement they can 
offer. Contact: 15 Larch 
Road, Kettering, Northants. 


BATH Seat: A non-adjus- 
table bath seat, claimed to 
be around 30 per cent 
cheaper than the usual type, 
has been produced by the 
medical division of Remploy. 
The seat fits all baths with 
an internal width of 
53-59cms (most UK baths 
are now produced to these 
widths). It has a wooden 
seat and the main frame is 
of white polyester powder- 
coated steel tubing, and raiis 
are fitted with non-marking 
PVC collars. It can take 
weights up to approximately 
10%kg. Contact Remploy Ltd, 
415 Edgware Road, Crickle- 
wood, London NW2 6LR, Tel 
@1-452 3020. 


BABY Sling: You may be 
interested in a new haby 
sling, front and back fitting 
— the Easy Rider. For an 
illustration and prices, write 
to Little Rock Ltd, 92A 
Villiers Road, London NW2. 
Tel 01-459 5743, 


TILTING a Kettle — Mobi- 
lity Information Service 
commend the ‘Tiltezee, a 
simple, safe method of tipp- 
ing a full kettle of water. 
The lightweight frame will 
take any size kettle and is 
fitted with adjustable retain- 
ing flaps. For details, write 
to Mobility Information Ser- 
vice, Copthorne Community 
Hall, Shelton Road, Shrews- 
bury, Salop SY3 8TD. 


POTTY Chairs — Two new 
potty chairs 
designed to meet the special 
needs involved with the toi- 
let training of physically 
handicapped children are 
now available. A unique tilt 
feature of the back allows 
control of hip flexion and 
helps increase abdominal 
pressure. Full details from 
Rifton Equipment for the 
Handicapped, Robertsbridge, 
East Sussex TN32 5DR. 


in excellent . 


CAPABLE person, between 
the ages of 30 and 55, with 
some knowledge of the 
French language, is sought to 
assist with holidays for disa- 
bled people and their fami- 
lies during part of May and 
June 1933, with a view to 
assuming full responsibility 
thereafter in following years. 
Inquiries to: Mrs E. Ashton 
Edwards, 4 Cherry Tree 
Court, Dee Road, Richmond, 
Surrey TW9 23W. Tel (01) 
940 2276 or (01) 940 4406 
(messages). 


MR and Mrs Millow and Mrs 
Ashton Edwards are again 
arranging and _ personally 
supervising their reasonably 
priced holidays (with trans- 
port included) for disabled 
people and their families or 
friends in Brittany, France 
(May and June 1983) and in 
Killarney, S. Ireland (mid- 
August to mid-October 1983). 
Inquiries to address above. 


WHEELCHAIR Carrier — 
Designed to transport a 
single wheelchair and occu- 
pant up and down stairs, 
this new product of Gimson 
and Company (Leicester) 
Ltd, Yulcan Road, Leicester 
LES5 3EA, could be a boon. 
The wheelchair is securely 
locked to the unit and both 
are driven by a battery - 
operated motor. The Stair- 
mate is portable and can be 
carried in a car and used 
for a variety of locations. 
Prices and details from the 
makers. 


THE Medical Education and 
Information Unit of The 
Spastics Society is holding 
a special Study Day on Fri- 
day, February 18, at the 
Tower Lecture Theatre, 
Guy’s Hospital. The subject 
will be Effectiveness and 
Satisfaction in Antenatal 
Care, for neonatologists, 
obstetricians, gynaecologists, 
paediatricians and midwives. 
The speakers will include Dr 
Adrian Grant, Professor A. 
Turnbull, Dr C. Redman, Dr 
Iain Chalmers, Mrs Sarah 
Robinson and Ms Jo Garcia. 
The Study Day is from 10 
am to 5 pm and the registra- 
tion fee, including lunch, is 
£7. Registration form from 
Mrs D. Patterson, MEIU, 
Newcomen Centre, Guy’s 
Hospital, St Thomas Street, 
London SE1 9RT, no later 
than February 11 (Tel 
407-1600, ext 3632). 


ELLERSLIE COURT, holi- 
day -home for cerebral 
palsied children and their 
families since 1964, is now 
opening its doors to indivi- 
duals and groups of people 
with all types of physical or 
mental handicap. Accommo- 
dation is available for 20 
physically handicapped 
people, but there is further 
room available for able- 
bodied guests. Tariffs for 
the forthcoming year are as 
follows: From March 26, 
1983, £110-£120 per person per 
week, fully inclusive, until 
November. Low season 
November to March (exclud- 
ing Christmas), £65 per per- 
son per week. Some vacan- 
cies are unfilled for January, 
February and March 1983, 
and are available on the 1982 
tariff of £60 per person per 
week. Further details are 


[ lexistand Major 


ONE FRAME FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
Supported standing with controlled flexibility 


Continuing the success of FLEXISTAND in providing 
standing with controlled flexibility for children, Flexistand 
Major provides the same for older children and adults of 
any age, sex, or size up to 6’ 2” and 18 stone in weight. 
The frame contacts and correctly supports the body in four 
places: feet, knees, buttocks and chest. Flexibility is easily 
adjustable; backwards and forwards and side to side 
movement can be controlled independently. 


Likely applications include stroke recovery, spinal cord. 
injury, muscle disease, multiple sclerosis, severe mental 
subnormality and cerebral palsy. 


For more detailed information send for 
@ leaflet and our free brochure. 


JONCARE 


4 Radley Road Industrial Estate, 
Abingdon, Oxon. Tel: (0235) 28120/29352 
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available from the Mana- 
geress, Mrs J. Branch, 38 
Westcliffe Road, Southport. 
Tel Southport 68545. 


THE Family Welfare Asso- 
ciation is looking for child- 
minders with a difference in 
the Southall area for its Day 
Care Parents’ Scheme. The 
childminders receive a 
retainer and training to 
enable them to care for the 
under-fives who are in need 
of special care and attention 
during the day. The children 
are from families currently 
under stress and strain due 
to unemployment, illness or 
overcrowding. The scheme is 
particularly designed to 
benefit Southall’s large 
Asian popultaion. For details 
contact Anital Chana, Ealing 
Area Social Services, Bridge 
Road, Southall, Middlesex, 
Tel 61-574 5354. 


THE Holiday Homes Trust, 
a voluntary organisation 
within the Scout organisa- 
tion, manages a number of 
self-catering holiday chalets 
and caravans for han- 
dicapped people and their 
families, available from Eas- 
ter to late October; terms 
are very reasonable, 
especially out of season, as 
the Trust is non-profit mak- 
ing. Accommodation is fully 
fitted and equipped to meet 
the needs of up to six 
people, apart from bed linen 
and towels. Bookings are in 
multiples of one week, from 
Saturday to Saturday, and 
visitors are met on arrival. 
Guide dogs are welcomed. 
Locations are Eastbourne. 


Exmouth, Burnham-on-Sea. 
Felixstowe, Fleetwood and 
Scofland and Wales. 


Inquiries in writing to The 


Booking Secretary, Scout 
Holiday Homes Trust, 
Baden-Powell House, 


Queen’s Gate, London SW7 
53S. It is not necessary to 
have Scouting connections. 


“TREASURE 'TROVE” 
is a special one week fesi- 
dential holiday course 
available to both handi- 
capped and able bodied 
young people between the 
ages of 16 and 25. 


Activities and events are 
planned with complete inte- 
gration in mind when the 
holiday takes place from 
August 7 to 14, 1983, at the 
Army Apprentices’ College, 
Chepstow, Gwent. 

In addition to a wide 
range of social activities, 
including a shopping excur- 
sion, sporting events, bar- 
becue and barn dance, folk 
evening and dinner party, 
courses will include art, 
music and drama, newspaper 
production and crafts. 

The holiday will cost £35 
per person and special bur-~ 
sary funds are available for 
participants who may have 
difficulty in finding the full 
fee. ~ 

Further information and 
application forms. from 
Roger Jones, Senior Regio- 
nal Officer, Welsh Associa- 
tion of Youth Clubs, 18 Coed 
y Brain Court, Lianbradach, 
Caerphilly, Mid Glamorgan 
CF8 3JT (Tel 0222 862630). 


SPASTIC people, their 
relatives and local vol- 
untary groups can place 
free advertisements in 
this column. If you have 
something to sell or 
swop, if you are seeking 
equipment, or simply 
wish to make new con- 
tacts, this is the column 
for you. Send your 
small ads to the Editor 
at Spastic News. — 
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THERE is greater need 
than ever for disabled 
people to know their rights 
and the full range of bene- 
fits and services available 
to them. They have a 
higher risk of living in 
poverty than the general 
population, and the most 
recent Government figures 
show that 62 per cent of 
people with disabilities, 
compared with 21 per cent 
of the total population 
were living on incomes 
below, at or only margin- 
ally above supplementary 
benefit levels. The 1983 
edition of the Disability 
Rights Handbook has just 
been published and as a 
comprehensive source of 
information for disabled 
people is almost unbeat- 
able. It is longer than 
ever and covers more 
topics; a new chapter on 
how to cope with debt has 
had to be included as this 
is fast becoming a major 
problem. 

The extra costs created 
by disability, coupled with 
low take up of benefits set 
at inadequate levels mean 
that handicapped people 
face a continuing and 
more difficult struggle to 
make ends meet. Extra 
chapters in the new book 
cover the new Statutory 
Sick Pay and Housing 
Benefit Schemes, housing 
repairs, childbearing, 
criminal injuries compen- 
sation and free legal aid, 
and over 600 useful 
organisations of and for 
people with disabilities are 
listed in the back of the 
Handbook, and a detailed 
checklist at the front out- 
lining all the benefits and 
services available will help 
them to find out at a 
glance what they might be 
entitled to. 


The 1983 Disability 
Rights Handbook costs 


£1.80 including postage | 


and is available from The 
Disability Alliance, 21 Star 
Street, London W2. 


Pendragon Elevator 
ee. Wheelchair wizardry? 


It does what the other powered indoor/outdoor 
chairs do, and then, does more! 
PRESTO?¥ at the touch of a button it becomes 


pL 
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a working chair. By powering the seat 
height by a variable 8”, almost magically 
the user can transfer or work safely at 
various surfaces in the office, factory 


and throughout the home, 


It's an illusion? — a luxurious 


chair that works, in materials | 
and colours chosen with the 
users envirdnment in mind. 
The basic module of the 
Pendragon Elevator with it’s 
amazing turning abilities, lends 


fm itselfto even more illusions by 


almost any shape or style. 


F Send offnow fora free 


catalogue and details of 


further magic! : 
: iC mm 


THE St Albans and District 
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PHILIPPE Palteau, a 26-— 
year-old French MA in 

French law, doing post- 
graduate work in Inter- _ 
national Relations, seeks 

lasting friendship and hap- + 
piness with sa nice and 

understanding lady, whether 

spastic or able-bodied. He is 
spastic with some speech — 
and walking difficulties, but 
drives a car. Ready to leaye — 
France and settle in Southern _ 
England, including London, — 
with anyone sincere interes- 
ted and motivated. Possible _ 
common life in view. Write in — 
French or English to Phi- 
lippe Palteau, Rue du Dr 
Ramon, F60700 Pont Ste. 
Maxence, France. 


FOR SALE, — £300 ono, 
two-year-old Vessa Standard 
electric indoor / outdoor 
chair, suitable for kerb ~ 
climber attachment. Contact — 
Harrogate 501010, NE Regio- 
nal Office. 


Spastic Society have pro- 
duced a further 500 copie 
of George Dellar’s life story, 
Unte Another Two, story o 
a spastic. The first 1,000 
copies were sold within a fe 
few months... The book, © 


Prettyman. 14 Mount Drive, — 
Park Street, St Albans, — 
Herts. 


In Memoriam — 


Re: “Are they the most — 
devoted parents in Britain,” 
August issue, Spastics News. — 
The Preston and District 
Spastics Group were sad to 
inform us that Mr. Walker 
passed away on Sunday, 
November 21, 1982, only 
eight days after he and his 
wife celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary. . 
Despite their own per- 
sonal problems, both Mr — 
and Mrs Walker worked 
untiringly for the group. 
Mrs Walker found time to 
make hundreds of pounds 
of preserves each year for 
fairs, while Mr Walker re- 
paired and repainted the 
group’s collecting dolls, and 
was always ready to help — 
in every way. He will be — 
missed greatly by his wife — 
and family. ote 


GROUP members in the © 
Chiltern area of the East | 
Region, and also others _ 
further afield will be sad- 
dened to learn of the death 
of Mr R. (Bob) Nixon. - 

He will be remembered 
with thanksgiving for the 
important part he played 
in the vast amount of pre- 
paratory work — over — 
more than 12 years — 
which led up to the build-— 
ing of Chiltern House 
Short-Stay Unit in Oxford. 

His patient approach to 
the many problems which _ 
had to be overcome at that 
time won him the high re- 
gard of all members of the 
then Chiltern District Com- 
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Chairman. Hi Is 
Chairman and later Vice- 
President of South Buck 
Spastics Society for a nu: 
ber of years. 


Members who atte: 
our Annual General Me 
ing at the Royal Colfeg 
Surgeons of England wi 
sad to hear of the death 
of its President, Sir Alan — 
Parks, on Navember | 
1982, after emergency 
diac surgery in Londo 
Alan, who was 61, 
wife, daughter an 
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ONE of the most exciting 
recent developments in 
theatre is the formation of 
Britain’s only full-time 
professional company of 
actors with disabilities. 

Graeae was founded in 
1980 by Richard Tomlin- 
son (now head teacher at 
Thomas Delarue School) 
and Nabil Shaban. 

Since then the company 
has toured Great Britain 


and the USA and has per- 
formed plays and held 
workshops at. leisure 
centres, schools, church 
halls, colleges, universities, 
bars, hospitals and 
theatres. 

Currently there are eight 
members of the company 
and they all have different 
disabilities and different 
skills and talents to con- 
tribute to the group. 


MOTORING 


by John Byworth 


LAST month a _ letter 
flooded in asking me to 
look at the car which this 
year will be Company Car 
of the Year. 

The new wedged shaped 
Vauxhall Cavalier is a 
practical five-seat medium 
size hatchback car with 
very good luggage 
capacity. 

In developing this 
model, Vauxhali concen- 
trated on the engine com- 
partment, developing a 
lightweight 1600 cc over- 
head camshaft engine to 
give the same power out- 
put as a 2,000 cc unit, but 
without the thirst for 
petrol. 

The front wheel drive 
gives good road _ holding 
coupled with a G.M. auto- 
matic gearbox giving a 
smooth yet responsive ride 
which, when the  kick- 
down is used, can be a 
quite lively 0-60 mph in 12 
seconds (with automatic 
transmission). 


There was very little 
front wheel drag when 
accelerating out of cor- 
ners, and even when park- 
ing, the well geared steer- 
ing was still comparatively 
light. making it a useful 
round town car. 

Inside there is plenty of 
space and the driving seat 
has a wide range of 
permutations to suit most 
size of drivers. 

The upholstered head 
rests do get in the way 
when reversing, however, 
but this is something most 
people get used to. 

The interior is attrac- 
tively finished with cloth 
upholstered seats and well 
fitting carpets, which are 
tastefully colour co-ordin- 
ated with the plastic 
mouldings. 

The rear doors are a 


little small, which makes 


TREZISE 
COTTAGE 


Purpose-designed for all-year-round 
holidays for families with a wheel- 
chair, 


Brochure from Mrs Russell, Trezise, 
St Martin, Helston, Cornwall TR12 
SEF. Telephone Manaccan 584. 


access to the rear seats 
restricted, but once in 
there is more than ade- 
quate leg room. 

All the controls are 
easily reached from the 
driving position, with 


clear, comprehensive 
instruments attractively 
presented. 


The wipers on this car 
were the most efficient I 
have tried to date, with 
both the front and rear 
linked on the same control, 
which means you can have 
both on intermittent wipe 
for those drizzly con- 
ditions. 

The foot pedals are well 
spaced with plenty of 
room for the left foot, 
which is ideal for long 
distance driving. 

There is a deep tray on 
the transmission tunnel 
(ideal for a handbag) and 
pockets on both doors 
which I found ideal for 
cassettes as there is a radio 
cassette player fitted as 
standard. 

The hatchback opens 
easily to give a covered 
storage space of 37in 
square. ideal for a wheel- 
chair, but it is a high lift 
of 35in over the boot sill. 

The rear seats folded 
easily, giving a cavernous 
carrying space. To sum- 
marise, the Cavalier per- 
forms all its designed tasks 
to a very high standard, is 
well finished and engin- 
eered and obviously built 
to last. This model is 
made in two versions, a 
hatchback as tested and a 


saloon car. 

TECHNICAL INFORMA- 
TION: Cavalier L Hatch- 
back Automatic (1600S). 
Overall length, 167.9in; over- 
all width, 65.7in; engine 
1598 ohe 4cylinder, giving 
90 bhp, fitted with a water 


cooled 3speed automatic 
gearbox. 
FUEL CONSUMPTION: 


Urban cycle, 28.5 mpg; con- 
stant 56 mph, 42.2 mpg; con- 
stant 75 mph, 32.5 mpeg. 

A 1300 ce engine is also 
available fitted with auto- 
matic gearbox, but this 
makes very little difference 
to the fuel consumption. 

COST: Cavalier L 1600S 
fitted with an automatic 
gearbox in a standard colour 
£6,293.24 on the road, with a 
discount available for motor- 
bility purchase. More details 
available from Arlington 
Motor Co Ltd, High Road, 
Waltham Cross, Herts. Lea 
Valley 760222, Mr Clive 
Hollis. 


The name Graeae (pro- 
nounced Grey-eye) comes 
from the story of Greek 
mythology about three old 
ladies who shared between 
them and eye and a tooth. 
Richard and Nabil felt the 
name was appropriate 
because it conveyed the 
idea of disabled people 
helping one another and 
being independent of able- 
bodied people. They also 
thought it sounded good. 

One of the members of 
Graeae has cerebral palsy. 
His name is Jag Plah. 

His ambition to be an 
actor developed at an 
early age but the idea was 
not encouraged as it was 
considered impractical and 
futile for someone with 
cerebral palsy to dream of 
a career on the stage. 

Jag was determined, 
however, and after a frus- 
trating spell with an 
amateur company in non- 
speaking roles, he met 
Richard Tomlinson who 
discussed with him the 
concept of a theatre com- 
pany of disabled actors. 

Jag liked the idea and 
he was selected to perform 
as a member of the com- 
pany at the World Con- 
gress on Rehabilitation in 
Winnipeg in 1982. 

Graeae also held work- 
shops and performances at 
the University of Illinois 
and other venues and were 
delighted that their recep- 
tion at most of these was 
tremendous. 

Graeae’s latest produc- 
tion is “M3 Junction 4,” 
which has just completed 
a run at the Riverside 
Studios in London and is 


Flying fish ? 


ARE you interested in learn- 
ing to fly? The Flying for 
the Disabled Association will 
teach you. For further 
details contact Mrs Dawn 
Marler, either at 28 Adden- 
brooke Drive, Wylde Green, 
Sutton Coldfield, West Mid- 
lands B73 5PY (Tel: 021-355 
4384), or at the War- 
wickshire Aero Club, Elm- 
don Airport, Birmingham 
(Tel: 743 4272 ext 111). 


IN the swim with a new idea 
for therapy are husband and 
wife team Richard and 
Heather Royle who have 
just started a Rent-An- 
Aquarium scheme. 

‘Fish,” says Mr _ Royle, 
“can provide a great feeling 
of well being. They are quiet 
and peaceful and do not 
require a great deal of 
upkeep.” He sees the scheme 
as being especially attractive 
for special schools for the 
handicapped, nursing homes 
and hospitals. 

The Royles will provide, 
fill and maintain - the 
aquarium and even change 
the fish on a seasonal basis. 


Bookshelf 


THE Disabled Living Foun- 
dation. has recently pub- 
lished a book, Footwear and 
Footcare for Disabled Child- 
ren, designed. for parents 
and others without medical 
or nursing qualifications. 

It is available over the 
counter from the DLF at 346 
Kensington High Street, 
London, at £4.60, or from 
DLF (Sales) Ltd, 45 East 
Hill, Wandsworth, London 
SW18 2QZ, at £5.25, includ- 
ing postage and packing. 


ACCESS guides to five more 
towns in England are now 
available from the ‘Royal 
‘Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR). 

These new guides will 
make life easier for disabled 
visitors to Bradford, Midd- 
lesbrough, Stockport, Taun- 
ton and Wellington. 


© PICTURED 


right : 
Members of the Graeae 


Theatre Group in 
action in one of 
their innovative pro- 
ductions. Jag Plah is 
pictured centre, front 
row. 


about to go on tour. 

It is set in a village for 
disabled people and 
explores the conflicts that 
arise when some of the 
inhabitants object to the 
rules imposed upon them 
by the “authorities.” 

They confront us with 
the disturbing idea that 
they do not want to hide 
or camouflage their dis- 
abilities in order to fit -in 
with, or be accepted by 
the able-bodied com- 
munity. 

Richard Tomlinson 
wrote the play after a 
series of workshops with 
the company, and he 
explains that not all of 
their productions are as 
aggressive in approach as 
“M3 Junction 4” and that 
they use a variety of for- 
mats to convey their ideas 
and opinions. 

He has written a book 
about Graeae and_ their 
work entitled “Disability, 
Theatre and Education,” 
and a programme about 
them will appear on Chan- 
nel 4 early in April. 

For further information 
about the company con- 
tact Tish Francis at the 
West End Centre, Queen’s 
Road, Aldershot GUI1 
SID tele pho nev0252 


314176. 


What’s on 


January 28, Independent 
Living in Islington: A one- 
day conference to look at 
the choices available to disa- 
bled people wishing to live 
an independent integrated 
life in the community. Sup- 
port and care’ systems 
provided by the statutory 
and voluntary sections will 
be examined, also new ideas 
and innovations, Although 
the emphasis will be on 


Islington, those outside the 


borough — both individuals 
and professionals — should 
find it informative and use- 
ful. 


* * * 


January 19, Rifton Equip- 
ment are demonstrating 
their range of Aids and Fur- 
niture for the Handicapped 
Child at the Merseyside Aid 
Centre, Youens Way, East 
Prescot Road, Liverpool, 10 
am to 5 pm — also at the 
William Merritt Aids and 
Information Centre, St 
Mary’s Hospital, Greenhall 
Road, Armley. Leeds, Friday, 
January 21, 10 am to 5 pm. 


Gomfort you didnt you could everenjoy! 


The Breen Stand-U-Up/ Recliner Chair The Breen Chair, attractively upholstered 
in arange of colours to complement any home, is more than just a good-looking piece of furniture. 
A hand control operates an electrically powered mechanism which adjusts the chair 
toa variety of positions— from fully reclining to upright. The chair seat raises and lowers to assist 


you to stand up and sit down. 


The Electric Adjustable Bed At last, a bed which adjusts, at the touch ofa button, to give 


Luxury, comfort and ease 


is to put you 


1, Fully reclining 
comfort, adjusting 
electrically to an 
upright position, or 
anything in between— 
at the touch of a button! 
Complete with automatically 
adjusting foot stool. 

. The easy way out! It stands you up! 


and a healthy night’s 
sleep. Available in 


widths from 
2'6” (87cm). 
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| For a brochure, please send this coupon to: 


you a better night's sleep. The Electric Adjustable Bed will sit you up, 
N lie you flat, raise your head, raise your feet— the only movement you make 
> r finger on the button. The degree of adjustment is up 
to you-in any position the bed will provide correct support 
for your body, ensuring complete relaxation 


1, Get in and out 

of bed easily. 

2. Relax, read or watch TV 
without slipping down. 

3. Put your feet up and ease 
swollen ankles, 

4. Lic flat in complete comfort. 


— 


The Electric Adjustable Red Company Ltd 
at the touch ofa button | I on sntereeed in O The Chair 0) The Bed (please tick) } 
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Visit our showrooms at: 
Street, Sheerness, Kent. 
advertised on TV 


Address 


Tel SE Se 


% SPASTICS NEWS 


Society members 
give thanks 


THIRTY years of dedicated 
work by The Spastics 
Society with handicapped 
people was celebrated by a 
congregation of over 200 
at a special service of 
thanksgiving at St Martin- 
in the Fields on Sunday, 
December 5. 

To mark the occasion of 
the Society’s anniversary, 
members from Grange 
wood, Princess Marina, 
Coombe Farm and King- 
ston Centres travelled to 
London. 

A. truly remarkable 
choir of 25, composed of 
pupils, teachers, wives and 
friends from the Thomas 
Delarue School, Ton- 
bridge, led the congrega- 
tion in several well known 
and popular hymns. 

The first lesson was also 
read by a pupil from 
Thomas Delarue, 16-year- 
old Simon Hawkings. Mrs 
Joyce Smith, the Society’s 
Chairman, read the second 
lesson. 

The choice of speaker 
had been surprisingly easy, 
as the Society’s staff had 
met with him earlier in the 
summer. 

Max Sinclair, an 
evangelist at the Christian 
Centre, 


Hildenborough 


remarkable life story. 

Severely injured in a 
road accident several years 
ago, Max became a patient 
at Stoke Mandeville Hos- 
pital. His injuries had left 
him paraplegic and con- 
fined to wheelchair, 

His case is remarkable 
in that he is one of only 
four people to have walked 
out of Stoke Mandeville. 
and it was from St Mar- 
tin’s pulpit, reached by a 
stairway, that he delivered 
his address. 

It was clear that there 
could be little better choice 
than Max, who while he 
leads an active life, knows 
at first hand the problems 
of the disabled person. 

The afternoon was not 


f Hall in Kent, has his own 


without its own small 
miracle. : 
The ramp allowing 


wheelchairs access to St 
Martin-in-the-Fields _ from. 
the busy Trafalgar Square, 
has been under construc- 
tion for over two years. 

Fortunately, it was 
finally finished on the Fri- 
day afternoon before the 
service, allowing six mem- 
bers of the choir alone to 
be among the first to try 
it. 


MAIL APPEAL! 


y’s Donations Department pe 
bat happy Chaiduing counting the hundreds of donations 
which are still pouring in for our Christmas Mailing 


ery hectic 


Appeal. Response has been overwhelming, and the total 


now stands at £640,494.75 as of December 31, compared 


with last year’s total of £437,639.94 at the same date. 
The Appeal, which remains open, looks like breaking all 
records. (Photo: ds. (Photo: Nigel Tuckett). _ Tuckett). 
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Metro winner from 300. 000 — 


THIS was the second 
SOS raffle in aid of spas- 
tics, launched in the spring 
of last year in memory of 
the late Leslie Grade who 
was for many years hon 
treasurer and a generous 
supporter of the SOS. 

All the 75 prizes, includ- 
ing the Mini Metro were 


donated and all the print- 
ing for the event was spon- 
sored by the Ski Yogurt 
Appeal. 

Over 300,000 tickets 
were printed, and alto- 
gether, a splendid total of 
£30,000 was raised, thanks 
to the untiring efforts of 
members of SOS, The 
Spastics Society, staff at 
Spastics Shops and count- 


1. Mini Metro 1000 (712502), Mrs E. David, Rectory 
Drive, St Athan, S Glamorgan. 

2. QEIT Cunard Cruise (195141), R. Hommerson, c/o 
Central Clinic, Dept of Chiropody, Victoria Place, 


O’Malley, Peniy- 


colour television 


Carlisle. 

3. Jetsave two week holiday (052341), Mr Francis Con- 
way, London. 

4. Philips video recorder (232721), 
cuick. 

5. London Weekend Television 
(073601), Barlow, London. 

6. Marks and Spencer voucher £250 (065319), Farmor, 
London, 

7. Marks and Spencer voucher £250 (151160), Toon, 
Chelmsley Wood. 

8. Caroline Charles voucher (088771), Lamb, Watford. 

9. Michaeljohn hairstyle (079581), Oke, London. 

10. Gold antique earrings (107760), Perigo, Yalding. 

11. Piranesi engraving from Halycon Days (086001), 
Quin, London. 

12. Royal Doulton dinner service (195861), 


Esher, 


Buckle. 


13. Jean Allen evening dress (162248), Shanley, Man- 


chester. 


14. Jean Allen evening dress (111980), Quint, Burton- 


on-Trent. 


15. Jaeger £50 voucher (133600), Heath, Glossop. 
16. Whisky trom Chef and Brewer (172682), Viper, 


London. 


17. Two bug brooches from Jones (072421), Owen, 


London. 


18. Meal at Langans (134057), Palmer, London. 
19. Mes Amis meal (022383), Holmrake, Poole. 


. Mes Amis meal (111099), Tomg. 


21. White Tower meal (151611), Rowles, Meadway. 
22. Cavendish Hotel meal (177199), Syrett, London. 
23. Weekend for two at The Ritz (232600), JJ, Moor 


Park. 


24. Leiths meal (088082), Hall, London. 


. Mortons meal (113194), Sabey, Birstall. 
. Legends meal (112363), Cook, Grimsby. 
27. Richard Allen scarf (108433), Raxworthy, Gosport. 


28. Libertys scarf (105354), Clifford, Whitstable. 


. Ken Barrington sportswear (052614), Havill, Bristol. 


30. Charles Jourdan handbag (020102, Booth, Bristol. 
31. Eden Vale stilton (153629), Edwards, London. 


32. Stilton (206847), Tratt. 


LETTERS TO 


I READ with interest the 
article in | November’s 
issue. of Spastics News en- 
titled “Job Training in 
Wales aided. by EEC 
Grant,” which stated that 
the Spastics Society in 
Wales had just succeeded 
in attracting a £22,000 
grant from the EEC to 
embark on a job training 
programme for 14 of the 
workers at the centre. 

{ should like first of all 
to congratulate those in- 
volved in attaining this 


achievement—it is encour- 


aging to note that some of 
Britain’s levy to the EEC 
is finding its way back to 
us. Having said that [ 
have to question why one 
of the Society’s work 
centres is taking on the 
task of training people for 


“normal” jobs when this — 


particular job is already 
done capably and effec- 
tively by Sherrards Train- 
ing Centre. 

It appears to me, there- 
fore, that this EEC money 
will be used purely to 
duplicate the existing 
efforts of Sherrards, and I 
can see no point in work 
centre managers following 
the suggestion that they, 
too, should try to obtain 
grants for a similar pur- 
pose. I cannot help but 
feel that when only last 
year the Society almost 
had to close its careers 
department due to lack of 
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funds, a grant of £22,000 
could have been put to 
much better use. 


— Recently I wrote to all 


work centre managers, in- 
viting them to refer any of 
their workers who showed 
potential to Sherrards, for 
assessment and job train- 
ing where appropriate and 
I urge managers to take up 


the offer rather than 
attempt the job  them- 
selves. I am sure that 


they would agree that 
work centres have a very 
important role to play as 
they are, without delving 
into the realms of training 
for industry. 

Alaistair Macdougall, 
Careers and Liaison 
Officer, 

Sherrards Training 

Centre. 

® The new training 


less enthusiastic sellers all 
over the country; one 
enterprising lady spent 
many hours sitting on a 
chair in the car park of the 
Iraq Petroleum Company 
in London, with her books 
of tickets, and struck oil! 

Among the many stars 
and personalities at the 
party with Lady Anne and 
Mrs Grade were John 
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London. 
London. 


London. 


scheme at Sully will be 
different to that at Sher- 
rards. It is aimed at a 


different group of disabled | 


workers and will enable 
them to fulfil different 
functions in open employ- 
ment situations. 
grants of this kind are only 
available for projects in 
development areas, of 
which South Wales is one 
while Hertfordshire is not. 
The Society is cam- 
paigning to make social 
fund grants available to ali 
disabled workers, irrespec- 
tive of geographical loca- 
tion. Mr Macdougall men- 
tions the closure of the 
careers department and I 
can assure him that all 
possibilities of EEC and 
MSC funding were ex- 
plored prior to this deci- 
sion. 


Tadworth Court — Still 
awaiting its fate 


Continued 


suggest that it was likely 
to ‘underspend its total 
budget of £1.4 million by 
£141,084, but there were 
also many economies 
which could still be made. 
Outlining the  Society’s 
findings in a letter to the 
Minister, the  Society’s 
Director, Tim Yeo, said, 
“I believe that the facts 
and statistics constitute a 
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powerful refutation of the: 


case for closure.” 

At the time of going to 
press, the Minister had 
agreed to consider the pro- 
posals over the Christmas 
period, and to visit Tad- 
worth Court before reach- 
ing a final decision. Spas- 
tics News will be report- 
ing on the outcome in the 
next issue. 
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THE EDITOR 


when it can benefit — oe 


office after that date. 


i eae chairman aes 
the raffle committee, Dame — 
Vera Lyn, Frankie 
Howerd, Leslie Crowther, — 
Geoff Love, John Hanson, 7 
Patrick Cargill, Francis” 
Matthews and Sylvia 
Syms, and the event was 
hosted by David Jacobs. 


A list of the 75 prizes 
winners is shown below: 


Finally, I am sure | 
Mr Macdougalt woul 
have wished to | 
British benefit from 
EEC returned, especia 


people at one of. th 
Society’s work centres, 
John Tizard, A 
Statutory Resources. 


Don’t forget 
ALTHOUGH Ea om 


to. return” comp! 
Readership Forms to th 


information which 
‘contain is still 
valuable. . - P 
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